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Greetings in the name of the one who creates, redeems, and gathers us! 
 

If I’m honest, it was never really just 
about the chairs. Almost since the day I 
began my tenure as pastor here at  
Trinity Lutheran Church, there have 
been folks asking about replacing the 
chairs in the Fellowship Hall. The old, 
gray, fabric chairs had been showing 
signs of wear and tear for quite some 
time. Occasionally, you might have 
heard rumblings around a funeral that it 
was a little embarrassing to have  
extended family of a beloved brother or 
sister in Christ see the chairs in such 
condition, but when discussions would 
arise at either Council meetings or 
some other committee, it always 
seemed to devolve into what specific solution would work or not, or which color they should be, or what 
we would do with the old chairs, or... the list goes on.   
 

Ultimately, it was never totally about the chairs. The chairs that we have acquired in the past month have 
been a welcome addition, and the old gray chairs have found a new home. What mattered more was a 
sense of feeling welcome in a space that should always feel welcoming. Church can be like that  
sometimes: we want so badly to say that the congregation is a welcoming place, but the details can get in 
the way of achieving that. This isn’t unique to Trinity, or even modern churches, as Paul writes: 
 

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by 
the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and  
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one  
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” – Romans 15:4-7, NRSVUE 
 

We are gathered together by the Holy Spirit in weekly gatherings for worship and fellowship, in meetings 
that happen in the Fellowship Hall and other areas of the building, in sharing meals together for funeral 
luncheons and Summer Day Camp snacks and lunches. In each of these purposes, we hope to welcome 
one another as Christ has welcomed us, for the glory of God. At our best, we connect everything we do 
here at Trinity to our mission statement:  
 

“We are bound in Christian love to strengthen and nurture all through word and sacraments as we work, 
reach out, and serve in this community.” 
 

New chairs are not mentioned anywhere in that statement, but they are a manifestation of our call to  
provide hospitality and welcome; chairs that might look a little better are a sign of our love to those whom 
we welcome, a strengthening of the nurturing relationships and a service to this community. While this 
project may not have been about the chairs, the welcome that we provide one another (and the stranger) 
is the extension of that welcome of Christ who first welcomes us. 
 

In recent weeks, we have heard lots from the Gospel texts about what the Kingdom of Heaven is like. I 
would add a new one: the kingdom of heaven is like a place for all to rest and join in fellowship, with 
chairs that feel inviting.  
  

Joining in the welcome, 
Pastor Stephen Nilsen 



YEAR TO DATE FINANCIAL INFO THROUGH MAY 2026 

 Collections to date    $63,691.32 

 Expenses to date      $72,528.63 

 Net to date               ($ 8,567.31) 
                  

No funds have been transferred from Stewardship Reserves year to date. 

ATTENDANCE TOTALS 
FOR   

JULY 2026 
 

July   5     55   
July  12 50   
July  19 58         
July  26 53   

WANT TO CONNECT WITH WEEKLY HAPPENINGS AT TRINITY? 
 

Sign up for our weekly email bulletin that will let you know what’s  
happening in the week ahead and have other great upcoming  

announcements, as well as the weekly bulletin for worship.  
Call (332-5188) or email Paula (office@trinitylcpv.com) to sign up! 

HAVE AN ITEM FOR AN UPCOMING  
COUNCIL MEETING? 

 

Reach out to one of the 2026 Council Members or Pastor 
Stephen to share your item of concern. You may also leave 
the note in the suggestion box at the desk by the office. 
 

2026 Council Members 
Dane Crist — President — Education Committee 

Diane Holst — Vice President — HOT Team 
John Ahlers — Treasurer — Stewardship Committee 

Sharon Marquard — Social Ministry Committee 
Dawn Brick — Memorial Committee 

Diane Cook — Personnel Committee 
Don Kathan — Property Committee 

Al McIlrath — Endowment Committee 
Sally Morrow — Worship & Music Committee 

From the President’s Desk… 
 

The dog days of summer have arrived and so has the contractor for fixing the parking lot pavement. 
Please be patient as it takes about 3 weeks from the time the patching starts before they can finish with 
sealing and striping the lot.  
 

Hopefully you have all had a chance to try out the new chairs in the Fellowship Hall. I personally really 
like them, and I have heard a lot of positive comments about them. Please consider giving towards the 
chairs as we have a little less than $1000 that hasn’t been covered with donations for the chairs that 
were purchased. 
 

I finally made it to Theology on Tap, and what a great time of fellowship and discussion was had. If you 
haven’t had a chance to drop in yet, I hope to see you at the next one. Council appointed  
Sharon Marquard at the July Council meeting to fill the vacant position from Kathy Naslund. Thank you, 
Kathy, for your service to the congregation and thank you, Sharon, for stepping forward. 
 

Other upcoming events include a night at the ballpark to watch a River Bandits baseball game, as well 
as an outdoor worship service in the park at Forest Grove. Please be sure to mark these in your  
calendars, as I am sure they will be fun times. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Dane Crist 
Trinity Council President 



If you would like to help us in our Sunday Gathering by doing any of the above tasks,  
please contact the church office to be added to the list of volunteers. 

 

If you are unable to fulfill your duties, please find a replacement and call or email the  
church office (332-5188 or office@trinitylcpv.com) with your replacement. Thank you.  

 August 2 August 9 August 16 August 23 August 30 

Altar Guild Mary Shelton Diane Holst Diana Mayes Sally Morrow Linda Busch 

Communion  
Assistant 

Marcia 
Brunsvold 

Diane Holst Lois Schurr Sally Morrow Michelle Crist 

Lector John Newman Henry Marquard Ellen  Opperman 
Claudia  

Neumann 
Dane Crist 

Usher 
Greeter 

Diane Cook 
Debra  

Anderson 

 
Wayne Holst 
Ron Morrow 

 

Paul Opperman 
Al McIlrath 

Ron Morrow 
Jo Ann 

Hogenson 

Don Cordts 
Lois Schurr 

Worship  
Video 

Livestream 
Producer 

Darrell Paul Darrell Paul Darrell Paul Darrell Paul Darrell Paul 

Fellowship 
Volunteer  
Needed 

Diana Mayes 
Sharon Marquard 

Volunteer  
Needed 

Volunteer  
Needed 

Volunteer  
Needed 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

   1  Michelle Crist  
   2  Carol Diers  
   4  Ron Leiby  
   7  Maclynne Naslund 
   9  Sheila Vining           
 13  Justin Paul              
 14  Alan Diers 
 16  Leah Holloway-Nilsen 
 22  John Newman 
 22  Tim Trelstad 
 26  Ann Criswell 
 30  Mari Naslund 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

  6  Mike & Cindi Ven Horst 
13 Steve & Melissa Aguilar 
21 Alan & Carol Diers 
21  Neal & Pam Schroder 
28 Mike & Kathy Naslund 



WEEKLY READINGS 
 

08/02 Isaiah 55:1-5, Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21 
         Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21 

 

08/09 1 Kings 19:9-18, Psalm 85:8-13 
    Romans 10:5-15, Matthew 14:22-33 
 

08/16 Isaiah 56:1, 6-8, Psalm 67 
    Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, Matthew 15:10-28 
 

08/23 Isaiah, 51:1-6, Psalm 138, 
          Romans 12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20 
 

08/30 Jeremiah 15:15-21, Psalm 26:1-8 
          Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28 

Join the PPALs  
Bible Study 

Saturdays  8 AM  
Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

Join together in a new Bible 
Study with Christians from 
around the PV, Princeton, 
Argo, and Le Claire area 
that make up PPALs. We 
encourage you to grab a 
coffee or beverage and join 
in for readings and 
discussion of the Bible. For 
more information, see 
Randy Goslin. 

Summer Scott County 
Library’s Bookmobile Stops 
The Scott County Library 
Bookmobile stops at Trinity. 
Anyone with a library card from 
a library in Scott County can 
check out books and other 

media. We will have snacks and drinks available in Fellowship 
Hall. Fall stops will be announced later. 
 

We hope to see you there! 
 

Tuesday August 11 4:40-5:10 PM 
For more info, visit: Scottcountyiowa.gov/library/bookmobile 

What’s Baking?  
Communion Bread 

Sign-Up in the Narthex 
 

Each week Communion Bread is baked by 
volunteers from around our congregation, 
bringing forth the bread of life from the 
shared community we have here at Trinity. If 
you'd like to sign-up to bake the bread, there 
is a sheet in the narthex, and a recipe  
available online. 

Flutter Patch Back Again 
 

Formerly known as the Butterfly Garden, the 
Trinity Flutter Patch has had lots of new 

changes throughout this summer season - 
new plantings, added walkways, and so 

much more! 
 

If you are interested in helping with the  
planting or watering for the 2026 season 

ahead,  
contact John Newman at 563-949-7375 or  

johnnewmanatty@yahoo.com. 

https://trinitylcpv.com/so/edPIJoA98/c?w=BU1moJbYAunOIZ-mfQWRKgjxp939E0huDkovqXvl9jc.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnJnb3NsaW5AbWNoc2kuY29tIiwiciI6IjExMzhlZmRmLWJmYWYtNDdhNS1iOWM2LTFjMjQxYjM4ZjlmMCIsIm0iOiJtYWlsIiwiYyI6ImJiYzYwMDhiLTEzOTYtNDljZS1iMmVhLWYzOWYzZmZlNWNlNCJ9
https://scottcountyiowa.gov/library/bookmobile
https://gr8tdane10.wixsite.com/so/52PCXjV12/c?w=Yfw-kDbaHTvX52J_34shXfC5FCMh_wDtZhTBiCm-Dak.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly81YTY5YTRkYi1iMmRlLTQ5ZWEtYWJkYi1iMjg4MzU3YWU5MDgudXNyZmlsZXMuY29tL3VnZC81YTY5YTRfODA1NGM2YzhkYjViNDMwM2IyNmE5Y2NkNzg5NmQ5MTMucGRmIiwiciI6ImI0NThkNTV


Join Trinity Prayer Chain to 
Connect with Community 

 

A community that prays 
for one another is 
transformed by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
We have been praying 
for and with each other 

for a long time here at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, but often we 
don’t know exactly what we are 
praying for in those instances.   
If you would like to share in brief 
emails when there are prayer 
requests sent in to the office or to 
Pastor Stephen (at the times when 
permission is given), please email 
Pastor or the office to be added to 
the Trinity Prayer Chain. These will 
likely be brief emails to provide a 
notice when an emergency has 
happened or when someone is 
requesting prayers for a family 
member. Prayer requests will be 
asked, whether they would like any 
details shared with the prayer 
chain, when they make those 
requests. 

Sharing in a Community that Prays Together 
 

If you have been prayed for by the congregation and would like to 
send a thank-you to be included in an upcoming Torch newsletter, 
please send a note  to Paula in the office at office@trinitylcpv.com 
or see Pastor Stephen. Sharing in prayer together helps us grow 
together in faith.  

Trinity  
Blood Pressure Ministry 

After worship on  
August 2 

 

Trinity will be offering this ministry the 
first Sunday of each month by our 
qualified congregational nurses. 
There are several stories of health 
monitoring, helping the lives of those 
who have stopped to use this  

        ministry.           

Trinity Card Crafting Ministry Is Taking a Summer Break 

Trinity’s card crafting ministry will pause for a Summer 
Break for the next few months and return recharged in 
the fall. There are still plenty of cards you can buy for 
$2 each in the back of the Fellowship Hall. We give 
thanks for the gifts of these crafting skills that we can 
share with the homebound and those in the nearby 
nursing homes. A simple little card can mean so much 
to a neighbor when it arrives in the mail. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Kaul, 
Linda Busch, Claudia Neumann, Cathy Newman, 
Marcia Brunsvold or Pastor Stephen. 

Help with Fellowship Hall Refresh 
Thanks to the  
wonderful work of the HOT Team and Church Council, we 
will be getting updated chairs (and possibly tables) in the 
 Fellowship Hall at Trinity to 
freshen up the look and 
provide easier-to-clean 
chairs. Your generosity and 
support would be greatly 
appreciated to offset the 
costs of these chairs. Each 
chair is $35, and you can 
earmark your offering for 
this great cause by marking 
your offering envelope with 
"Fellowship Hall" or 
"Chairs." 

mailto:snilsen@trinitylcpv.com
mailto:office@trinitylcpv.com


Anti-Hunger Garden Ministry Continues Growing 
 

The Garden outside the south end of the sanctuary continues to produce lots of 
tasty, nutritious fruits and vegetables, including quite a haul of bell peppers and 
many green beans in the past month. The fruits of this labor go to serve our 
neighbors in need through both the Trinity Food Pantry and the Central  
Community Circle (CCC) Food Pantry in Davenport – providing nourishing, 
fresh produce to neighbors in need who often are only provided with packaged,  
processed goods.  
With additional questions, please contact Dane Crist (563-340-6343,  
gr8tdane_10@yahoo.com) or sign-up in the Narthex. 

Over $19,200 Raised to Support the  
Tanzania Companion Synod Program 
The generosity of the Southeastern Iowa Synod 
continues to make a meaningful impact around the 
globe. We are delighted to share that the 2026  
Synod Assembly Offering has now surpassed 
$19,200 in support of our Tanzania Companion 
Synod Program. 
 

These gifts will be shared equally between our  
companion synods, the Pare and Mwanga Dioces-
es in Tanzania, strengthening our longstanding  
relationship of faith, mutual encouragement, and 
shared ministry. Through this partnership, we  
continue to walk together in Christ, supporting one 
another's mission and ministry across continents. 
 

We give thanks to every congregation and  
individual who contributed to this special offering. 
Your generosity is a powerful witness to God's 
abundant grace. Together, we are making a  
difference and living out our calling to  

mailto:gr8tdane_10@yahoo.com


Trinity Food Pantry Continues Feeding Our Neighbors 
 

Pantry Hours: Mondays, 9-11 AM and Thursdays, 4-6 PM 
 

One of the greatest blessings of our food pantry ministry is seeing 
God’s love come full circle. For some time, one of our guests  has 
faithfully visited the pantry to help provide food for her family. 
Recently, she began bringing in fresh eggs from her own chickens 
to share with others in need. Her generosity is a beautiful reminder 
that everyone has something to give, no matter what their 
circumstances. The food pantry isn’t just about providing food– it’s 
about building a caring community where kindness is received, 
multiplied, and shared. Thank you to everyone whose support 
makes stories like this possible. 
 

Thanks so much for the support! 

Trinity Food Pantry Team  pantry@trinitylcpv.com 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
 

Most needed items for the Food Pantry: 
 Canned meats (chicken, tuna, spam), canned corn, cereal, cooking oil, condiments (ketchup, mustard,  
B-B-Q sauce, and salad dressing).  
 

As the needs change we will add a list of the most needed items each month in the Torch.  
 

The donations to the Food Pantry are very appreciated. 

mailto:pantry@trinitylcpv.com


Worship in the Park 
Sunday, September 13 at 9 AM 
Forest Grove Park in Bettendorf 

 

Mark your calendars now!  
Let’s get out and share the Good News! We’ll have a 
worship service at the regular time in a different place on 
Sunday, September 13 just down the road at Forest 
Grove Park. Bring a friend, share in the joy of good 
weather and enjoy some fellowship together after  
worship including some games and snacks. 
 

If you would like to help organize games or provide input 
on snacks, see a member of HOT Team.  

Theology on Tap 
Tuesday, August 18 at 6:30 PM 
Crawford Brew Works 
3659 Devils Glen Rd. Bettendorf. 
 

We’ve had some great Spirit-filled  
conversation at our first three 
gatherings of Theology on Tap.   
Anyone with a bit of curiosity can 
meet to discuss whatever is on their 
mind related to faith, theology, 
church, God, or life, as we share a 
drink and fellowship together. 
 

We hope you can join us as you 
grab a drink, grab a seat, and join in  
conversation together.  



SOME BUZZ 
Our Flutter Patch has a connection to our Nation’s Birthday! 

Really?  
Read on 

 
 A. The Flutter patch is now the home of 20 different prairie plant species that are all  
native to southeastern Iowa. All the plants provide support to birds, butterflies, and other Iowa native  
pollinators (some are host plants for egg laying; some provide food source 
by nectar, leaf or seed; some provide valuable nesting material. 
 This is a critical growing season for all that has been  
planted to date. The first growing season is the season the plants must 
adapt to the soil and develop their roots. They must  
develop to the point that they can withstand drought, out-compete  
unwanted weeds, and withstand the Iowa winter. Next spring and summer 
will be the  real test of success in the planting garden. 
 
 B. One prairie plant now found in the Flutter Patch is a shrub  
commonly called New Jersey Tea.  Its native range runs from New  
England west to the Rocky Mountains, and from southern Canada south to 
the Gulf Coast. The shrub grows to a mature height and width of 2-3 feet. 
While the shrub is quite small, it develops a taproot that can be as wide as the shrub, and will drill more 
than 15 feet into the subsoil. When it reaches maturity, the shrub will bloom white flowers from June to 
August each year. 
 The name New Jersey Tea derives from its use by colonists. If you are an American  
history buff, you may recall that in May 1773, the British Parliament passed the infamous Tea Act,  
imposing a tax on all tea imported by the British colonies. The Tea Act was one grievance that led to our 
declaration of the independence from Britain. Remember the Boston Tea Party and the slogan  
“no taxation without representation?  Both derived as a protest against the Tea Act, as did a general  
boycott against imported tea. As part of the boycott, colonists brewed leaves from the New Jersey Tea 
as an alternative to “ordinary” tea. 
 Interestingly, the British Parliament did not repeal the Tea Act (and resulting tax on tea) until  
August 1861 -  four months after the Confederate capture of Fort Sumter, that is widely recognized as 
the beginning of the Civil War. 

 
 C. From this September through 2027 (and perhaps 2028), I hope to expand 
our current Flutter Patch through the median, to include an additional 17 or 18 prairie 
plants that are native to Southeastern Iowa. Please pray for continued success. 
 
I would also thankfully accept help from anyone who may be willing. Please 
consider asking me how you might be able to help in some way. I encourage all 
to be curious, not shy. Do not underestimate the help you may be able to 
 provide in this project. Together, we may be able to find a way that you can 

help (for example, adopting one or two small plants -  or a small patch of plants -  that you could 
care for without undertaking general garden maintenance. You might even find some small help 
to be an interesting and useful experience. You won’t know until you try. Thanks to all those who 
have provided help in the past. 
 
            God Bless! 
         John Newman 



August is Make-A-Will Month, an ideal time to create or update one of the most important documents 
you'll ever sign. A will allows you to care for the people you love while ensuring your values continue to 
make a difference for generations to come. 
 

Many adults put off making a will, believing they have plenty of time or that they don't have enough  
assets to need one. While surveys vary, they consistently show that more than half of American adults 
have not created a will, leaving their families without clear guidance when the unexpected happens.  

In reality, a will is important for nearly everyone. It gives you the opportunity to clearly express your 
wishes, provide for loved ones, appoint guardians for minor children, and simplify the administration of 
your estate. Without a will, state law determines how your assets are distributed, which may not reflect 
your intentions. 
 

A will is also an opportunity to leave a legacy that reflects your faith and generosity. After providing for 
family and friends, many people choose to include a charitable gift to a church or nonprofit that has 
touched their lives. These gifts—often called legacy gifts or planned gifts—can be made as a  
percentage of your estate, a specific dollar amount, or the remainder of your estate after loved ones 
have been provided for. 
 

While every gift is unique, together charitable bequests provide billions of dollars each year to  
strengthen nonprofit organizations and ministries, helping them continue their mission for future  
generations. 
 

A legacy gift to your congregation or to Lutheran Services in Iowa is a meaningful way to continue 
sharing Christ's love long into the future. Your gift can help children find safe, loving families, empower 
people with disabilities to live more independently, welcome refugees as they build new lives, and  
provide hope and support to families facing life's challenges. 
 

One of the greatest advantages of a charitable bequest is its flexibility. You can care for your family first 
while also making a lasting investment in the ministries and causes that have shaped your life and faith. 
Even a modest gift can have a lasting impact. 
 

Make-A-Will Month is the perfect time to review your current estate plan or create your first will. Your will 
is more than a legal document—it is a reflection of your life's values, your generosity, and your 
 commitment to the people and organizations that matter most. 
 

If you have already included Lutheran Services in Iowa in your estate plans, thank you for your vision 
and generosity. If you are considering a legacy gift, we would be honored to answer your questions and 
help you explore options that align with your wishes and charitable goals. There is never any obliga-
tion—only the opportunity to create a lasting legacy of hope. You can reach out to us at 866-584-5293 
or philanthropy@lsiowa.org. 

Because of your generosity, compassion and steadfast support, lives are being transformed every day. 
Your prayers, gifts, and commitment to serving others make it possible for Lutheran Services in Iowa 
(LSI) to walk alongside children, families, and individuals ad they find hope, healing and new  
possibilities. 
 

We are grateful for the ways our shared faith unites us in caring for our neighbors and strengthening 
communities across Iowa. Thank you for being an essential part of this mission and for reflecting Christ’s 
love through your partnership with LSI. 
 

If you have any questions, please reply to this email or contact Andrea Maschka, LSI’s Chief  
Development Officer, at AndreaMaschka@:LSIowa.org 
 

Thank you for your continued partnership and for all the ways you help create brighter futures for those 

LSI proudly serves Iowans in all 99 counties through our services of Mental Health, Early Childhood, Foster 
Care & Adoption, People with Disabilities, and Immigrant & Refugee Community Services. We serve  
individuals of all ages, from families with newborns navigating the early stages of parenthood, to Refugee and 
Immigrant elders, as well as children at every stage of development. Our heart beats for the people we serve. 
We empower families and communities by recognizing and honoring the strengths and gifts of every  
individual. 

mailto:philanthropy@lsiowa.org


An Invitation from Bishop Current 
 

Dear Ones of the Southeastern Iowa Synod, 
 

As members of the ELCA, we have the gift of the Holy Scriptures, the Confessions, the powerful activity of the Holy Spirit, 
and the gift of a denomination that is committed to study related to issues that are important to our lives of faith. The 
ELCA publishes the work of Social Statement task forces (made up of lay and ordained members of our church  
nominated to engage in prayer, learning, and dialogue after a call/vote from the Churchwide Assembly), studies provided 
to the whole denomination and related surveys to garner feedback from the whole church, and then finally the published 
(after ELCA Church Council and Churchwide Assembly positive votes) as social teachings: Social statements 
(Churchwide Assembly- adopted policies), Social messages (topical ELCA Church Council documents addressing  
pressing issues, and Social policy resolutions (ELCA Church Council or Churchwide Assembly actions that express a 
position on a specific social question at a particular time.) Please see more information about ELCA Social Teachings. 
 

I would like to clarify some misconceptions related to ELCA social teachings that I hear often: 
 

• ELCA social teachings do not represent the whole ecology of the ELCA membership. 
 

         ELCA social teachings emerge from the Churchwide Assembly which is the largest legislative     
         body in our denomination. There are task forces for the development and reconsideration of  
         social statements that deliberately represent our church ’s representational principles. ELCA    
         members are offered feedback opportunities in each social statement process.  
 

• ELCA social teachings are written by academics in Chicago and do not include the voices of  
     regular ELCA members.  
 

          Social Statement Task forces consist of lay members and rostered ministers from the diversity   
          of contexts throughout the ELCA. Task forces are supported by the Theological Ethics staff in    
          the Office of the Presiding Bishop. Task forces follow a regular process of prayer, study,  
          community building, and reaching out to the larger church for feedback through their work.  
 

• ELCA social teachings are written without input from the whole church.  
 

          Social statements are developed through the mandate of the Churchwide Assembly and follow     
          a process for development that is often a multi -year process for a task force to discern. This  
          Process always includes collecting feedback from constituencies throughout the church and a   
          public study and survey.  
 

ELCA social teaching task forces are hand -picked and there is no room for a diversity of opinions.  
 

          Social Statement task forces are publicized, and nominations are invited for these task forces.    
          The effort is always to follow the ELCA representational principles for fullest possible  
          engagement across the church as well as a diversity of opinions and experiences for full and   
          robust discernment.  
 

Typically, when ELCA members talk with me about these misconceptions or other concerns related to our 
social teachings, I encourage them to go and read more about our social teachings and even dig into the 
Social Statements and Social Messages. I expect that most are surprised by the deliberate grounding in 
scripture, Lutheran theology, and the careful and clear communication of how each  
social matter intersects with our faith.  
 

We have an opportunity now to engage in a Social Statement reconsideration process. I invite you to take 
this invitation seriously. I encourage you to share this information with your congregation, your pastor, 
your deacon, and make plans to invite the congregation to participate. You might lead the study called 
“Conscience and Conversation: A Study During the Reconsideration of the Social Statement Human  
Sexuality: Gift and Trust,” and then invite responses to the survey (included in the study), which is open 
until September 30, though additional questions and feedback can be sent to the task force at  
Reconsiderations@elca.org.  
 

For more information, here is a video invitation from the Human Sexuality Gift and Trust  
Reconsideration Task Force: May 2026 Task Force Video.  
 

In addition, I will lead the _Conscience and Conversation: A Study During the Reconsideration of the  
social Statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust,: on Wednesday, August 12 and Wednesday, August 19 
from 6:30—8:00 pm via Zoom. All are welcome to participate.  
 

I invite you to study, learn, pray, and respond to the invitation to let your own voice be heard.  
 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 

The task force leading the ELCA in reconsideration of a subsection of the social statement Human  
Sexuality: Gift and Trust is excited to share an opportunity for you and your community to participate in 
this important work this summer.  
 

The task force has released a new study to foster conversation across this church and to generate  
feedback that will guide its work. The study, “Conscience and Conversation: a Study During the  
Reconsideration of the Social Statement Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust, ” invites reflection on agreement 
and disagreement in a church called to pursue justice and peace together through “the unity of the  
Spirit” (Ephesians 4:3). 

https://www.elca.org/about-the-elca/who-we-are/our-purpose/social-teachings
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